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David Gibbs

(Article from A Miscellany of Merriott Memories)

The old Thorneycroft
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Mr Chedzoy had a second van on the road at the time that
served other villages, a much more modern Bedford,
5 painted red. In my view, this was no match for the charm of
the old Thorneycroft!
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My mother’s lamp
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Torquay
February 1991

Dear Mr Gibbs,

Referring to your interesting and delightful article about my father in Th
Visitor, February issue.

D

| probably knew you because | very often helped him out on Saturdays and

indeed on many other days and routes. | learnt to drive on the Thorneycr
and would drive it for him between his various stops. | obtained my &danc
those early days enabling me to hold a licence covering all grades including
presume, a tank. | still hold such a licence and the grades have never b
altered up to and including my new licence issued this January. | always ha
fondness for the Thorneycroft and | would often help him 'load it up,” as
would say.

My father was very fond of Merriott and more so its people. He madg m
friends there and long after his retirement he talked with great fondaridse
folk in Merriott. When | visited Martock, | would often drive ranound his
favourite haunts, Merriott etc. He outlived so many of the inhabitantshésd t
made him sad.

It was lovely to relive those times through your article. I'wt dozens of
people who, when they know who | am, say, often with affection, 'Otdourg
knew your father when ....'
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| was always very proud of how he stuck to his job through thick and thin, and

some times were thin! He was very conscientious and amiable and rdmai
like that to the fast, he never hated a soul. You have made me verginost
for those far off days. They may not have been all that good, but in my b
were very worthwhile.

Many thanks for your amusing and true comments. | do miss very much
father's retelling of the many amusing happenings he encountered on
rounds.

| shall value your article very much and I'm so glad you remember im
such a way.

Yours sincerely,
Miss Mona Chedzoy.
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